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President's Column 

 

We are only 16 days from our conference. Have you registered yet? The Southland / 
Otago local section has organised a fantastic line up of speakers, CPD and an 
informative field trip. It would be a pity if you missed out. If you are not registered go to 
the website and register now. 

If you are a Registered Member of NZIF it is important you to come to the AGM. We will 
be introducing rule changes which will allow us an exemption from the Real Estate Act. 
This is something we have been working on for a number of years and it will be very 
pleasing to receive the exemption. We will be the first group to achieve this. It will mean 
Registered Members will be able to undertake valuations and enter into discussions on 
valuations between the a vendor and purchaser and not fall foul of the Act. 

The AGM is also a chance for you, the members, to ask the Council any questions you 
may have regarding the performance of the Institute. We are very conscious NZIF is a 
member based group and as such we try hard to represent all members. However if you 
feel we are not doing this then I want to hear about it. It is imperative the Council 
understands what you want NZIF to do and the direction it should head. We speak for 
you so we must understand your needs. Use the AGM to inform us of these. 

The Council has worked hard putting together the Annual Report, I would like to thank all 
Council members for their input. A very special thanks must go out to Jay our 
Administrator, she has chased us to ensure we write our pieces and work hard to put 
together the excellent Annual Report you all should have received. The Annual Report is 
a very important document. It is our report to you the members and as such I hope you 
will take the time to read it. 

I am looking forward to the conference. Some speakers will challenge us and we should 
be grateful for this. However the conference is for you, so to enable you to get the most 
out of it we have left time for questions of all speakers. Use this time well. The question 
you ask may be the question everyone else wants an answer to. Don't be afraid to speak 
up. The conference is also a fantastic opportunity to network. I challenged the School of 
Forestry students to network when they came down, so please make sure to find some 
students and ask them questions. They are the next generation and we need them. 
Hopefully they will feel welcome and involved. 

So, if you have not registered do so now. I enjoy the opportunity to meet our members 
and have a chat. I hope I can chat with you at the end of this month in Dunedin. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1397#employment


Regards 

James Treadwell 

 

NZIF Conference 

Registration for the NZIF 2016 Conference is NOW OPEN 

30th, 31st August and 1st September 2016, Dunedin Town Hall. 

Conference Registration 

Conference theme 

This year the theme is “ Forestry in a changing world – dealing with evolving regulatory 
and market environments” and will inform delegates of the changing regulatory and 
operating environment and the opportunities that exist here. The conference will 
highlight the emerging market trends and where forestry is or could be adding value. 
The conference will also look at exciting new revenue streams and alternative species 
that are emerging. 

What to expect at conference this year: 

The first day of the 2016 NZIF Conference in Dunedin is a workshop format, with longer 
sessions and in a smaller venue to encourage more questioning and debate. We have a 
diverse programme to keep forestry professionals informed on a range of topical issues. 
Speakers will cover an update on FISC, changes to the ETS and the outlook for the 
Carbon market and land management issues including changes to pest animal control 
and changes to the management of rural fire. A second stream has just been added that 
includes an Overseas Investment Office workshop session which will be of interest to 
those attendees involved in selling forests. Also included in this parallel stream will be a 
presentation the University of Canterbury’s School of Forestry final year students case 
study that has been quantifying the private wood resource in Otago and Southland. With 
increasing processing investment in the region this will be of interest to the local 
industry. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1369#conference
https://www.nzif.org.nz/ClickThru?pk=25061.583950.1000&Redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzif.org.nz%2FCategory%3FAction%3DView%26amp%3BCategory_id%3D429


To view the draft conference programme. Read more 

Field Trip 1 st September 

The trip will highlight a range of amazing natural and man influenced landscapes 
travelling from Dunedin to the historic gold mining township of Lawrence. Glendhu 
Forest contains remnant gold mining archaeological sites and the paired catchments 
water yield and quality study. At this stop we will discuss the latest findings comparing 
the recently harvested plantation forest catchment with the control that retained in 
tussock and native vegetation. 

From Glendhu we travel to Lake Mahinerangi and Landcorp’s Waipori Farm Station to 
discuss wilding tree issues. Our next stop is Wenita’s Berwick forest to visit a high 
altitude radiata x attenuata hybrids. 

Conference Accommodation at Special Rates 

Accommodation in Dunedin The Scenic Hotel Southern Cross is giving conference 
attendees a discounted rate. 

 

 

Institute News 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The 88th Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday the 30th August at the 
Dunedin Town Hall, commencing at 5pm . Details including the Agenda and motions are 
available on the NZIF website. 

FROM THE REGISTRATION BOARD 

An application to become a Registered Member has been received from: 

 Mr G West of Rotorua 

The following Registered Members have five year reviews due: 

 Mr P Bradbury of Amberley 

 Mr A Clarke of Rotorua 

 Mr D Crawley of Rotorua 

 Mr B Hughes of Masterton 

 Mr R Wade of Gisborne 

https://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=439
https://www.nzif.org.nz/ClickThru?pk=25061.583950.1000&Redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzif.org.nz%2FCategory%3FAction%3DView%26amp%3BCategory_id%3D438
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1370#employment
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=457


Any member of the Institute has the right to object to an application or review. Any 
objection should be made by lodging a notice with the Registrar within 20 working days 
of the first appearance (15 August 2016) of the notice in this Newsletter, specifying the 
grounds of the objection. 

Mike Marren Registrar - NZIF Registration Board 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF NEILL COOPER 

I was pleased to represent the Institute at a Rotary Club/Mayoral function in Rotorua last 
Thursday to acknowledge the work of NZIF member Neill Cooper when he was Officer in 
Charge of Whakarewarewa Forest. In 1965 the Forests Act was amended to allow State 
Forest Parks to be established and the first of those was Tararua State Forest Park in 
1966. A string of other indigenous State forests were subsequently established and by 
1983 there were 18 Parks, including two plantation forests Whakarewarewa and 
Hanmer. 

Neill Cooper had pondered the increasing number of Rotorua residents and clubs 
wanting to enter the Forest which had previously been accessible only by permit. The 
State plantations had always been “locked up” to safeguard the public from forestry 
operations and to reduce the risk of forest fires. Neill thought it would be possible to 
allow some free public access while continuing with normal forest operations and he 
started by allowing access to the Redwood Memorial Grove, the Blue Lake and old 
prison camp area near the Green Lake. He was encouraged by Conservator John Ure 
and the pair soon took the next step towards State Forest Park status, proclaimed in 
October 1975. 

Neill reflected on the first public activities in the new park, principally horse riding, 
walking and school activities with around 5000 people a year. He was staggered to hear 
that the forest now attracts 500,000 people annually, principally bike riders with an 
organised bike-event every couple of weeks. He was also impressed with the present 
managers of the Whakarewarewa Forest, Kaingaroa Timberlands and the Rotorua 
Lakes Council, both of whom have Crown Forest Licences to manage their respective 
areas. The status of Forest park has gone from Whakarewarewa (and Hanmer) although 
the term is still used for the indigenous parks now vested in the Department of 
Conservation, who also manage the National Parks. 

Rotarian Brett Marvelly was a school friend of Neill’s son and in a recent discussion 
thought that Neill’s role in the success story of Whakarewarewa Forest in terms of its 
recreation and public access should be recognised. This was nicely done last week with 
tributes, gifts and a certificate of appreciation from Rotary, the Rotorua mayor (Steve 
Chadwick) and other speakers. Whakarewarewa Forest is a hugely successful example 
of multiple use, thanks initially to our colleague Neill Cooper. 

Dave Field 

FOREST SERVICE MEMORABILIA WANTED 

Does anybody have old Forest Service memorabilia that includes a specific “Keep New 
Zealand Green” fire poster from the late 1940s or early 50s? Alex Entrican’s daughter, 
Elizabeth Orr is writing a book that includes Forest Service history and would particularly 
like to include, as an illustration, the poster that depicted a morepork peering out, with 
the words “Ruru the Morepork says Keep New Zealand Green”. 



If any members where this poster might be please contact Colin Bassett 

 

Institute Events 

SNI Local Section invitation to NZ Farm Forestry Association meeting - 19th 
September, Wellington 

NZIF Southern North Island members are invited to a NZ Farm Forestry Association 
meeting on the 19th September at the Forestwood Center, 93 The Terrace, Wellington. 
Ian Armitage will give a presentation on; “Some Personal Observations on the 
Development of Forestry in Asia and the Pacific since 1981”. 

Doors and gold coin donation drinks open at 5.30pm with the presentation scheduled to 
start at 6.00pm. 

ASIF SECTION EVENT - "OUR FOREST FUTURE" 28th SEPTEMBER, 
AUCKLAND 

The Auckland Section of the NZIF is pleased to give notice that Dr David Hall has 
offered to be our guest speaker at a planned dinner 5.30pm, 28th of September, at the 
Jubilee Building 545 Parnell Road, Auckland. 

David was born and raised in North Canterbury, studying geography at University of 
Otago. Eventually, his research interests shifted from measuring changes in our 
environment to understanding why human beings were driving those changes, so he 
transferred to Victoria University of Wellington for a Masters in political science, then to 
the University of Oxford in the United Kingdom for a doctorate in political philosophy. 
Currently, he is an independent researcher with Pure Advantage and the School of 
Government, Victoria University of Wellington, as well as an editor for the BWB Text 
series on contemporary issues in New Zealand with Bridget Williams Books. 

More information on the event is available here . Please register interest in attending 
to Philip Elworthy ASAP. 

In the News 

Manuka: Sticky Gold or Investment Tar-baby? 

The Auckland Section of the NZ Institute of Agricultural & Horticultural Science 
organised a seminar titled “Manuka the new gold: a promising new land use”, and invited 
ASIF members to attend. Barry Poole, plantation consultant for Comvita provided a 
succinct back ground to the burgeoning UMF industry and outlined the growing interest 
in Manuka afforestation to an enthusiastic audience. 

Barry provided a good case for Manuka plantations as a commercially attractive land 
use, along with well-reasoned caveats around the nature of planting stock, the behaviour 
of bees and projections of returns based on the current shortage of high UMF honey. 

mailto:colin.bassett@xtra.co.nz
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1371#NZIFNews
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1764
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1357#In%20the%20News


From a traditional forestry perspective, Manuka plantations offer both a threat and an 
opportunity. Conversion of land from its current use to Manuka for honey production 
could pose a threat to the established and sheep and beef industries by offering better 
returns to landowners. Existing investment in roads and infrastructure in forest blocks 
has a value in terms of establishing Manuka and harvesting honey. The ability to harvest 
honey and generate a return within a few years of harvest offers a clear cash flow 
advantage. The ability to establish dense monocultures of known genetics is valuable in 
the production of mono-floral honey. Similarly, the ability to locate plantations away from 
property boundaries and the opportunistic positioning of bee hives is also an advantage. 

The silvicultural practices for optimal flowering may require some reorientation for the 
traditional forester. Controlling woody weeds in a manuka block could be more difficult 
than a conifer plantation, though the techniques and practices are expected to improve. 
On the positive side, studies indicate that limited fertilising is required for good Manuka 
growth. There are other potential traps for the unwary. The potential is for a hillside of 
established manuka to be seen as a natural succession to restoring native forests. This 
is something that DOC, the Regional Council or a neighbour might look to insist on if a 
Manuka plantation became infested with breeding kiwi populations or caused the local 
population of native honey eaters to expand! Competition from wasps wasn’t discussed. 

Overall, Barry was positive about the future of Manuka plantations. He saw such forests 
having a place as an adjunct to other land uses in less accessible areas of a property, 
particularly while the future direction and any limits to the industry become apparent. He 
discussed the idea of combining UMF with other ‘outputs’ such as carbon storage under 
the ETS. Given the ability to replace stock with manuka, there is the currently 
unrewarded benefit of where the 8-38 kg’s of N per a year from agricultural nitrate is a 
problem. Given the taxpayer has paid upwards of $400 a kg to remove N from Lake 
Rotorua, there is no reason Manuka conversions shouldn’t become a hive of activity! 

John Keating 

Field Day - NZ Farm Forestry Association - Wairarapa Branch, 25th August, 
Awaroa Forest. 

This field day will look at all the factors that go into getting logs from the skid site to 
market. The event is relevant to anyone with an interest in radiata pine harvesting and 
logistics. 

Awaroa Forest, near Bideford, is currently being harvested by Forest Enterprises Ltd. 
We will start on a skid site at the forest and then travel to the recently expanded 
Waingawa log hub and rail loading yard. Contributors will include a range of local people 
involved in the harvesting and transport of logs in the Wairarapa. More information and 
contact details are available here 

Book draft “Domestication of Radiata Pine” 

Work has been proceeding over a number of years on a book covering the history and 
technical issues of domesticating radiata pine. The authors are Rowland Burdon, 
Emeritus Scientist, Scion, Rotorua, New Zealand; Bill Libby, Professor Emeritus, 
Forestry and Genetics, University of California, Berkeley; and Alan Brown, formerly 
Chief, CSIRO Division of Forestry, Canberra. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1765


If any members know of any person (or institution) who might be interested and/or might 
provide feedback please contact Rowland for more information. 

Did you know Cecil McLean Smith? (1892-1961) 

Cecil's granddaughter, Robin Smith is researching the life and career of her grandfather 
Cecil McLean Smith, who was Chief Inspector of NZ Forest Service 1930-1951, then 
head of Botany Division DSIR 1951-1960. She is particularly interested in any anecdotes 
or memories of anyone who met him or who knew of any of the ‘office politics’ of the day. 
In his book "The First Fifty Years of New Zealand’s Forest Service” F Allsop says "Smith 
was an original thinker who had a profound influence on the philosophy which imbued 
the Forest Service staff of his day”. 

Robin would love to hear from anyone who can further my knowledge. He died when 
she was too young to have more than a very vague memory of him. Please 
contact Robin if you can help. 

Advertisements- Forestry Blocks for Sale 

174 HA FOREST - SUPERB LOCATION - GALATEA FOREST, BAY OF PLENTY 

 

Galatea Forest totals 174ha that has been through one forest rotation with harvesting 
completed in 2006 and 2007. The second rotation forest has internal logging road and, 
with a naturally regenerated crop, provides multiple options including either replanting or 
growing on and tending the current crop. 

Export markets are close, with the Port of Tauranga and multiple domestic processing 
options nearby, which should make this a forest block to look at. 

For Sale by Tender 

Closing Friday 9 September 2016 at 4.00pm 

WARWICK SEARLE 

021 362 778 

www.cbre.co.nz/49176264Q3  

mailto:Rowland.burdon@scionresearch.com
mailto:robith@xtra.co.nz
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1371#advertisement
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1371#advertisement
http://www.propertyconnector.co.nz/49197880Q1


77 HA FORESTRY LAND MORTENS BLOCK, HARRIS ROAD, HORORATA, 
CANTERBURY 

 

Combination of cutover and standing forestry, remaining trees to be harvested by current 
vendors (harvesting rights) 

 Property is well suited to ground-based harvesting methods 

 Commanding views of the Canterbury Plains through to the Southern Alps 

 Well-formed all weather access track with further 4WD tracks 

 Commuting distance to Christchurch 

 Building platform potential 

For Sale by Deadline 

Closing Thursday 8 September 2016 at 1.00pm 

KIERAN SMITH 021 0851 1707 

MATT COLLIER 027 205 6626 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 


