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President's Column 

 

Last week was the final meeting of the 45th Council and the first meeting of the 46th 
Council. I would like to thank John Schrider and Bob Pocknall for their efforts on the 
Council during their terms. John has been a Councillor for 10 years, in this time he has 
been Registration Board Chair, run conferences and been a fantastic support to me. Bob 
has run a successful conference in Hawkes Bay and has been involved in many other 
areas of council work, including local sections and helping on submissions. I will 
acknowledge both formally at the AGM, but I would like to say publicly now, thank you 
John and Bob for your service. You have been wonderful Councillors, hardworking, not 
afraid to challenge, and have just got on and done it. I will miss your advice and 
feedback. 

Joining the Council this term is Euan Mason, who as a past Councillor has come back 
for more, and Bridget Fraser. Both are profiled within this newsletter. I am sure both will 
be invaluable to the Council over the next two years. 

I am unsure if members are aware quite how much work Councillors put in voluntarily for 
you. Apart from attending meetings six days a year, they also have roles which they 
strive to grow and improve. They do this whilst holding down full time jobs and often with 
young families at home. They are not paid, and generally their is little recognition of all 
their work. They quietly get on with the job for you. So next time you see a Councillor, 
say thanks. 

It is worthwhile to let you know which Councillor is responsible for what role during the 
next term. If there is an area where you think you can help, contact the responsible 
Councillor and put your hand up. I am positive they will appreciate any help they can get. 

Council Roles 

 Finance - Kent 

 Membership Promotion – David 

 Registration Board – Simon 

 Local Sections – Jess 

 CPD – Patrick 

 Conferences – James 

 Journal – David 

 Newsletter – James 

 Web - Euan 
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 Submissions – Murray / James 

 Policy and Position Papers – Murray 

 Advocacy - James 

 Media – James 

 Code of Conduct – James 

 Standards – James 

 Mentoring – James 

 Awards – James 

Sub committee Reps. 

 Valuation Working Party – Angus 

 Forest Policy Project – Murray 

 Fellows sub committee – Euan 

 Fire Management subcommittee – Angus 

 NZIF Foundation – David 

Council Liaison 

 Education – Euan 

 Science – Patrick 

 Royal Society – David 

If you think there are other areas where Council should be involved I am very open to 
ideas. Even better would be a suggestion for a sub committee which you would be 
willing to lead. There are areas within the sector where NZIF should be involved but is 
not due to lack of expertise on the council. Sub committees (such as the fire 
management sub committee) can be a very useful way for council to be kept informed 
and ensure NZIF members are aware of potential issues. 

You should now be aware the conference registration page is available on the website. 
Please register early; it puts the organising committee at ease. The Southland / Otago 
local section has organised a fantastic and interesting conference with a great field trip. 
Bring your woollens as 700m in central Otago at the start of September will be cold! 
Even better bring your skis and enjoy the fields in the South either before or after the 
conference (or both). Remember you are expected to attend at least 1 conference in 5 
years, so if you have not been for a while, then jump onto the web page and register. I 
personally would like to thank all our sponsors this year. Please thank sponsors when 
you see them. Without sponsors we would not have a conference. There is still sponsor 
spaces available, so if you are not a sponsor and would like to be, please contact me. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in Dunedin. We will be holding the 
AGM there and I encourage you to attend. Council appreciates the feedback and it is 
your chance to set direction of your Institute. 

James Treadwell 



 

Institute News 

NZIF welcomes our new Council Members 

Euan Mason 

 

Dr Euan Mason is a full professor at the School of Forestry, University of Canterbury, 
where he specialises in silviculture and hybrid physiological/mensurational modelling of 
forest growth and yield. He is a Fellow of the NZIF, and has also received a variety of 
awards and fellowships for his research. He has projects developing and implementing 
new ways of modelling growth and yield, that he initiated, with forestry companies and 
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research institutes both in New Zealand and in several other countries. He has been a 
member of the NZIF since 1975, and served on council for nine years from 2001 to 
2010, among other things serving as an elected member of the technical committee 
designing Forestry Stewardship Council Plantation Standards for two years, as NZ 
Journal of Forestry editor from 2006 to 2009, and as a liaison with students at the 
School of Forestry. 

Bridget Fraser 

 

Bridget studied Forestry Science at the University of Canterbury, before heading to 
Rotorua where she worked for Fletcher Challenge Forests as part of the forest 
management team. She then moved to Wellington where she has worked for a number 
of government agencies including the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and, her 
current employer, the Ministry for the Environment, where she mainly work on 
international carbon reporting. She has been a member of the NZIF since 2002 and 
think the main roles of the Institute are to advocate for our sector and to provide 
members access to information and context about our operating environment to use for 
decision making.  
A couple of weeks ago in the President’s column of the newsletter, James said we’re 
getting told by media that our industry is too boring. Is this the view of the public and 
ministers too? She thinks the value she can bring to the council is knowledge about the 
political environment (from working in it) and insight into how to connect and influence it. 
From her previous roles working with forestry information she would also bring ideas on 
how we can add value for NZIF members, by providing them better information for 
making decisions. 

2015 CPD Recording Problems 

The problems experienced with inputting CPD dates in the membership dashboard has 
now been fixed. It is now be possible to accept a date format using the date, month and 
year. 



Jay Matthes, Administrator 

From the Registration Board 

New Applications to become Registered Members have been approved for: 

 Ms R Rivas Palma of Auckland 

 Mr B Rust of Tauranga 

Five year reviews have been completed with continuation for the following Registered 
Members: 

 Mr G Cameron of Wellington 

 Mr Ellis of Tauranga 

 Mr H Marshall of Rotorua 

 Mr B Rawley of Tokoroa 

 Mr K Richards of Rotorua 

Mike Marren, Registrar 

NZIF Foundation Awards 

 

2016 AWARDS, PRIZES & STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Please bring this notice to the attention of those who may be interested in applying for 
the various awards, scholarships and prizes being offered by the NZIF Foundation in 
2016. 

Introduction 

The NZIF Foundation was established by the NZ Institute of Forestry in December 2011 
to advance education in relation to forestry. This includes encouraging and supporting 
forestry related research, education and training through the provision of grants, 
scholarships and prizes; promoting the acquisition, development and dissemination of 
forestry related knowledge and information and other activities that do not conflict with 
the charitable purpose. For the purposes of these awards forestry is broadly defined to 
include all those activities involved in the management and use of forests and their 
products, the objects of which are the production of wood or other forest benefits and the 
maintenance of the environment in its most beneficial form. All forests in New Zealand, 
whatever their purpose, are encompassed in the definition. 

Awards being offered in 2016 

The NZIF Foundation is offering the following awards in 2016: 



 Chavasse Travel Award of up to $3,500 

 Mary Sutherland Scholarship of $1,000 

 University Undergraduate Scholarship of $1,000 

 Frank Hutchinson Postgraduate scholarship of $1,000 

 Student Poster prize at NZIF Conference 

 John Dey memorial award of up to $3,500 

 Otago Southland Award of up to $3,000. 

Applications are now open. Further details are attached. 

Applications must be received by the Foundation administrator ( foundation@nzif.org.nz) 
no later than 5pm on Friday 8 th July 2016. The awards will be presented at the 
Awards Dinner of the NZ Institute of Forestry Conference in Dunedin on Wednesday 31 
st August 2016. 

Enquires to the Foundation chair am.mcewen@xtra.co.nz or phone +64 274 733 262 

Please pass on this notice to anyone you think may be eligible to apply. 
Membership of NZIF is not a requirement for application. 

Members Voice 

You hit the nail on the head with your last column, James, with respect to older members 
losing interest in NZIF. Except…… the last thing we want to do is to emulate the tourist 
industry - led by their OH! so short sighted minister - and tell a whole lot of lies about NZ 
and then destroy what we have got by gross overuse. 

Keep it up - you are a refreshing change for NZIF. 

Cheers, Ian Page 

Forest Industry support will not improve until the Govt really gets behind it. The great 
years of forestry 1960s to 1990s all had senior cabinet members as Ministers of Forest, 
all with a rural background. When the PM goes to China he never mentions us as the 
second biggest trader there. Look what he does for tourism. Look what some of the 
tourists do to our clean green image. Critics of log exports should realise milk powder is 
not processed any more than logs. 

The in-fighting you mention in the sector has always been there. In the old major 
corporates too, constant battles between divisions over supply and transfer pricing. 

Problems over membership. Jobs are no longer secure. You have to hunt for jobs more. 
Consultants have to spend much time overseas. Would be nice to have more 
membership news in the newsletter but who is going to supply it. People move in and 
out of the sector too. 

You do a hard job very well, it was much easier in our day so I wish you well. 

Tony Grayburn 
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NZIF Conference 

Registration for the NZIF 2016 Conference is NOW OPEN 

30th, 31st August and 1st September 2016, Dunedin Town Hall. 

Conference Registration 

Conference theme 

This year the theme is “ Forestry in a changing world – dealing with evolving regulatory 
and market environments” and will inform delegates of the changing regulatory and 
operating environment and the opportunities that exist here. The conference will 
highlight the emerging market trends and where forestry is or could be adding value. 
The conference will also look at exciting new revenue streams and alternative species 
that are emerging. 

What to expect at conference this year: 

The first day of the 2016 NZIF Conference in Dunedin is a workshop format, with longer 
sessions and in a smaller venue to encourage more questioning and debate. We have a 
diverse programme to keep forestry professionals informed on a range of topical issues. 
Speakers will cover an update on FISC, changes to the ETS and the outlook for the 
Carbon market and land management issues including changes to pest animal control 
and changes to the management of rural fire. A second stream has just been added that 
includes an Overseas Investment Office workshop session which will be of interest to 
those attendees involved in selling forests. Also included in this parallel stream will be a 
presentation the University of Canterbury’s School of Forestry final year students case 
study that has been quantifying the private wood resource in Otago and Southland. With 
increasing processing investment in the region this will be of interest to the local 
industry. 

To view the draft conference programme. Read more 

Field Trip 1 st September 
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The trip will highlight a range of amazing natural and man influenced landscapes 
travelling from Dunedin to the historic gold mining township of Lawrence. Glendhu 
Forest contains remnant gold mining archaeological sites and the paired catchments 
water yield and quality study. At this stop we will discuss the latest findings comparing 
the recently harvested plantation forest catchment with the control that retained in 
tussock and native vegetation. 

From Glendhu we travel to Lake Mahinerangi and Landcorp’s Waipori Farm Station to 
discuss wilding tree issues. Our next stop is Wenita’s Berwick forest to visit a high 
altitude radiata x attenuata hybrids. 

Conference Accommodation at Special Rates 

Accommodation in Dunedin The Scenic Hotel Southern Cross is giving conference 
attendees a discounted rate. 

If you are interested in sponsoring this event. Please contact James or Read more 

NZIF 2016 Conference proudly sponsored by: 

Totara .....  

Awards Dinner .....  

AGM Drinks .....  
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Rimu 

..... 

..... 

.......  

Student Poster Award .....  



Other Sponsorship 

.....  ..... 

....  

 

 

In the News 

Afforestation Grant Scheme (AGS) - The MPI Investment programmes team 2016 
funding round of the AGS opened on 27 April and closes on 8 June 2016.To apply for 
funding or to find out more, please visit the MPI website. 

Scion Research, Rotorua are hosting a seminar on the 7th June (11 am - 12 noon) 
with Professor Glenn Howe from Oregon State University about his work on Douglas fir 
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breeding. There will be a ZOOM webinar available for anyone who cannot make it in 
person – more information and a link for the webinar is available here. 

Simpson Grierson Forestry News Update: 

 Emissions Trading Scheme subsidies axed in Budget 2016 

 Coroner find forestry safety messages getting through 

 Maori forestry project to create jobs 

 $180,000 penalty for logging operator 

 Drone Pilot convicted in test case 

 Call for special levy on the forestry industry 

Read more 

Employment 

Dr Haseeb Ul Rashid Masoodi has completed a Ph.D in Forestry with specialization in 
Silviculture from Forest Research Institute (ICFRE) Dehradun, India. Dr Massodi is 
looking for employment opportunities. Dr Masoodi's CV is available here 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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