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President's Column 

 

Today is the last day for nominations for council and the four executive roles. It is 
disappointing to see we are likely to be at least one short. I would have hoped we would 
have had more nominations than place, enabling an election to take place. It now seems 
this is going to be unlikely. 

It raises the question, do you care? Is the institute important to you? If you answer yes to 
both, then why do you leave it to a few to make sure the institute runs and undertakes 
the role you want it to? I have said before, as a industry, we seem to be apathetic 
towards giving our time to grow and promote our industry. We can not ask only a select 
few to give their time. Every one of the nominees has a full time job. They are offering 
their spare time towards helping the industry thrive, for this I am grateful. But I would like 
to do so much more, and to do this we need more people give their time. I encourage all 
of you to consider what you can offer and then join the local section committee, or offer 
help to the new council. 

Last week NZIF submitted their submission on the ETS review. This was the first of two 
submissions, with this submission designed to answer specific questions posed by MfE. 
The second submission on April will be of a more general nature, and our submission 
then will be more wide ranging. The submission is on the Web for those members 
wanting to review it. Once again, my thanks goes out to Murray Parrish for the initial 
draft, Angus Malcolm and Jess Brown for the proof reading and all the council for their 
input. 

Kent Chalmers and the Southland / Otago section are well into planning for the 2016 
conference. The conference will be held in the Dunedin town hall from the 30th if August 
to the 1st of September. Please put these dates in your diary and plan to be there. The 
theme is “Exploring the changing regulatory and market environments” and the list of 
speakers is impressive. There are CPD sessions planned for the first day and field trips 
planned for the last. The AGM will be held on the first evening and awards dinner will be 
held on the 31st. I know what it takes to organise a conference and I thank Kent and the 
local team. Please acknowledge their efforts by making sure you turn up to the 
conference. It would be good to see the majority of members present at both the 
conference and the AGM. 

Your council is meeting next month to examine our communications strategy. 
Communications is a vital part of what the Institute does, however is not something we 
are necessarily doing well. For that I must take responsibility. When I talk to media I am 
told our industry is too boring. Our Minister does not seem too interested in the sector, 
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partially I suspect as he does not really find it exciting. the apathy sometimes shown by 
members also highlights to me we are not communicating well enough with members. I 
am hopefully our workshop next month will result in a clear communications strategy and 
tools to use. I hope you will notice improved communication from the council during 
2016. 

I personally believe strongly our industry is great. It has so much to offer New Zealand 
Inc, the business and individual working in it and Joe Public. Personally I see the 
Institute as pivotal to the growth of the sector. We join as individuals, thereby showing 
our support for the industry and our willingness to grow (via CPD) and promote the 
sector. I have been told by some that compared to other industry associations we do not 
have “skin in the game”. I can tell you this makes me furious. Who has more skin in the 
game; the individual who has made forestry their life, or the fund which has invested into 
the sector as one of many investments? I say the individual has far more skin in the 
game. I will continue to promote the sector any way I can. Sometimes I know some of 
you will disagree with what I say or how I say it. I always respect and like receiving 
feedback. So I encourage you to email me if you think my views are wrong or misguided. 
I am representing you, and as such need to hear your thoughts if I am to represent your 
thoughts and views. Last year I heard directly from approximately 6 members (outside of 
council). Not a large percent of members! 

Please all of you consider your views on the sector. Is it worth fighting for and growing? 
If so please get involved somehow. We are currently asking too much of councillors who 
have full time roles elsewhere and there is so much more we can do. 

James Treadwell 

 

Institute News 

Notice for all members 

The term of the current NZIF Council expires this year , and we are calling for 
nominations for the offices of: 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Six Councillors 

Each candidate must be nominated by at least two Members, neither of whom my be a 
Student Member. 

The rules for the election of council can be viewed here 
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Any questions, please contact the Secretary: Jess Brown 

The term of two Registration Board members expires this year - 31st May, and we 
are calling for nomination for these positions. 

The Institute Member is elected by all full voting members (Rule 131.3) , the Registered 
Member is only voted in by the Registered Members only. (Rule 131.2) 

Any questions, please contact the Registrar Mike Marren 

All nominations, including the candidate's written acceptance of nomination, must be in 
the hands of the Secretary (email or post) by: 5pm Monday 29th February should to be 
forwarded to Jay. 

NZIF Registrar Notices 

Application to become a Registered Member has been received from: 

Mr B Rust of Tauranga 

The following Registered Members have their five year reviews due: 

Mr J Galbraith of Hope 

Mr B McKinlay of Gisborne of Tokoroa 

 
New Zealand Journal of Forestry Volume 60 Issue 4 is now online 
In this issue: 

 Four papers on new technology and its implications 

 Analysis of NZ forest transactions 2011-2013 

 Eucalyptus nitens for solid timber 

 Variability in JAS/tonne values 

A reunion of Foresters from the entry years 1926 to 1964 to be held in 
Canberra in September 12-16th 2016 - Preliminary Notice 

This will be a good opportunity to catch up with colleagues and reminisce over the fun 
times had at the AFS. The last gathering was 15 years ago in 2000. It is unlikely that 
another will occur.  
You can help by volunteering to contact your classmates to let them know about the 
event and getting their contact details for forwarding to Peter Crowe or David Spencer.  
The names of those deceased would also help correct the records. Your contribution 
would be most helpful and appreciated. Planned activities will appear soon in future 
editions of the IFA Newsletter and in the full invite. Everything is planned for a gentle 
pace allowing plenty of time for chats and perhaps the occasional wine or beer. 
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Member’s Voice 

I oppose the whole concept of the Trading Scheme and I believe the Institute should do 
so also.  
It is very obvious that its prime intent is not conservation but provision of another casino 
like futures trading for the benefit of speculators.  
It is becoming very obvious that fluctuations in currencies and stock markets we are 
being manipulated by big business and the banks to force takeover of smaller concerns. 
The concentration of banking following to earlier crisis from speculation in derivatives etc 
has been huge.  
I fear that similar manipulation could lead to control of the world's timber resources by 
people who have never planted one tree in their lives.  
"Climate fluctuates naturally and anyone considering this problem should read Jack 
Holloway's paper 'Forests and Climates of the South Island of New Zealand', (NZ 
Journal of Sci., 1954.) based on vegetation patterns in Southland but checked by data 
from the Northern Hemisphere. There is also supporting evidence for a previous warmer 
and wetter climate from the distribution of the Murray River Red Gum, Euc. 
Camaldulansis, which requires shallow flooding to regenerate and which now occurs in 
discrete wetter valleys etc. over about three quarters of the continent.  
However, I accept that we ignore effects of human activity at our peril. 
Concentrating on carbon to the exclusion of other pollutant wastes is dishonest. For one 
thing, poisoning of our oceans could affect the carbon cycle more than anything that 
occurs on land.  
By the way, has warming proceeded enough yet for regeneration of Rimu and 
particularly Matai to commence again in South Westland?" (That was my area for the 
National Forest Survey.) 

John Rawson 
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NZIF Conference 

Dunedin 30th August to 1st September 

The 2016 NZIF conference in Dunedin is focused on providing professionals with 
information about the evolving market situation. In the Southern half of the South Island 
we have a long history of managing species alternative to radiata and alternate revenue 
streams from our forests. 

This year’s conference includes a session on Alternative Species and revenue options. 
In this session delegates will be informed on developments with essential oil production 
from wildings, freshwater aquaculture in forests, high altitude hybrid species, Manuka 
reestablishment and Southland’s significant hardwood resource. 

If you are interested in sponsoring this event. Please contact James or Read more 

 

In the News 

Te Arawa Federation of Maori Authorities Conference  
We have all heard about climate change and its potential effects. Its impact on the sea 
levels. The melting of the Arctic and Antarctic ice shelves and land ice. The pending 
local changes to climate that will affect the incidence of storms, droughts and bush fires. 
Whether you believe in it or not, increasingly we are all of the view that everyone needs 
to be aware of the phenomenon and to start the process of being prepared.  
Rotorua on the 9-10 March 2016. Read More 
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News Articles 

 Tourism, forestry "big winners" in TPP Read More 

 Meaningful carbon price is vital to future of forestry Read More 

 Emissions Trading Scheme: What you need to know Read More 

 

5th Forest Ecosystem Services (FES) forum organised by Scion (New Zealand Forest 
Research Institute Ltd). “Current perspectives on FES: Issues and pathways to 
implementation” on Tue 24th of May 2016 at Te Papa in Wellington, FES Forum event 
website Read More 
 

Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference  
The next generation - focuses on how new technologies, such as genomics and remote 
sensing, have the potential to boost productivity in the forestry sector.Rotorua on March 
14-18 2016 Read More 
 

Scholarship for International Professionals - SAF's World Forestry Committee is 
excited to begin accepting applications for the 2016 Gregory Award - a scholarship 
which helps bring students and young professionals from outside the US and Canada to 
the SAF Convention each year. Thanks to the continued generosity of the Gregory 
family and SAF members, the award has been expanded to bring two promising 
individuals to Madison, Wisconsin this year. Please help us spread the word about this 
great opportunity.Applications are due May 2, 2016 . Inquiries and applications should 
be directed to policyintern@safnet.org. 

Media Release - Young leaders announced for upcoming primary industry 
technology event.  
MobileTECH 2016 is a major event connecting the technology industry with the 
agricultural, horticultural and forestry sectors. Rotorua on 30-31 March 2016. Read More 
 

 

Disclaimer 
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This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 


