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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 

Andrew McEwen FNZIF 

President, NZ Institute of Forestry 

president@nzif.org.nz 

You don’t want to be cold in Taranaki 

This week I had to drive through Taranaki on the way from Auckland to Wellington because of the road 

closures in the Central North Island. The snow was not just in the CNI though; there had also been some at 

Stratford. The message is, you don’t want to caught without accommodation and sleeping in the snow when 

mailto:president@nzif.org.nz
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attending the NZIF AGM and conference in New Plymouth in four weeks’ time. 

The organising committee advises that beds are running out at the Devon Hotel (the conference venue) so if you 

plan on staying there, you need to book in a hurry. 

Despite the snow, the weather when we drove through was glorious – great views of the mountain, lots of lush 

green vegetation, etc. It bodes well for an interesting, informative and enjoyable field trip on the Wednesday – 

so plan to stay on for that as well as starting with the workshops and AGM on Sunday. 

Should we change the Code of Ethics? 

In the exchanges on health and safety, Peter Weir has noted that the NZIF Code of Ethics (which if you have 

forgotten are binding on every NZIF member and if breached by a member can lead to disciplinary action 

including possible expulsion from NZIF) do not have any requirement for members to promote health and safety 

in the workplace. Such provisions are found in the Codes of other professional associations and Peter suggested 

we should consider amending our Code to rectify this at the AGM this year. This might be done by adding the 

following and Peter has suggested that it become the first requirement in the Code (i.e. item 1.1, with subsequent 

items renumbered): 

Each and every member must hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public, the protection of the 

environment and promote health and safety within the workplace 

Council members are in favour of this proposal. But what about members? Would you support it, do you think it 

unnecessary, what are your views? 

If we are going to do something this year the motion will need to be in the notice of meeting to be sent to 

members in two weeks (Friday 14 June). 

Meanwhile Tim McDonald in this newsletter is suggesting that we should also add a clause requiring us to 

consider our effects on the environment. Would you like to comment on this suggestion? 

Election of NZIF Fellows 

Those members eligible to vote for new NZIF Fellows have been advised and given a link to the voting page. If 

you are an honorary, Retired (but not Retired Associate), Registered or Ordinary Member and have not received 

the instruction, please contact Jay (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421). Remember you also have to have 

paid your 2013/14 membership fees for your vote to count. 

Back to Contents 

MEMBER’S FORUM 

 (Please keep Guest Comment and Member’s Forum contributions to around 300 words. Send contributions as an email 

attachment (Word document) to newsletter@nzif.org.nz 

Forcing safe practice – the New Hampshire way 

Andy Dick, MNZIF, Auckland 

I believe that unsafe practices in NZ harvesting operations are not condoned by any forest manager or logger. 

Yet the penalties for unsafe practice are not sufficient to force change. Consider this excerpt from an American 

forestry newsletter: “No matter which piece of equipment the logger is running, he is working from the safety of 

an enclosed cab, which shields him from the controlled chaos of high-speed wood processing. In some states, 

that reduces the company’s rate for workers’ comp insurance, with the difference most dramatic in New 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@nzif.org.nz
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Hampshire, where manual fellers pay $44.67 per $100 of payroll, as opposed to $9.40 for mechanical”. 

Change to Code of Ethics needed 

Tim McDonald, MNZIF, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

I think Peter Weir makes an interesting point with regard to the omission of a (specific) statement regarding 

Health & Safety. Although this is unlikely to be a solution to the problem of fatal incidents in forestry, an 

indication that Health & Safety is important to the Institute should certainly be included in our Governing 

Documents. Perhaps it is timely to review the entire Code of Ethics document. Interestingly enough, IPENZ not 

only has a clause regarding Health & Safety, but also a clause regarding Effects on the Environment – 

something that is also missing in the NZIF Code of Ethics. These clauses are listed under the sub-heading 

“General Obligations to Society” in Part 3 of the Code and read as follows: 

1. Take reasonable steps to safeguard health and safety. A Member must, in the course of his or her 

engineering activities, take reasonable steps to safeguard the health and safety of people.  

2. Have regard to effects on environment. 

(1) A Member must, in the course of his or her engineering activities – 

(a) have regard to reasonably foreseeable effects on the environment from those activities; and  

(b) have regard to the need for sustainable management.  

(2) In this context, sustainable management means management that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations (including at least the future generations 

within the anticipated lifetime of the end products and by-products of activities) to meet their own 

reasonably foreseeable needs. 

Reply to Ian Trotman 

Dennis Neilson, RMNZIF, Rotorua 

Last week’s newsletter had Ian Trotman being “shattered” upon learning that Nordic countries have replaced NZ 

as the major suppliers of Australian lumber. However, he should not be shattered. Indeed, if true, it is only 

“rational” as: 

1 The quality of the lumber is ‘streets ahead’ of the best NZ can offer. Last week I visited a sawmill in Latvia 

(strictly a ‘Baltic’ country, but the same or better as far as wood species/qualities are concerned) (Vikawood 

– 400,000 m
3
 pa lumber output). It uses Pinus sylvestris – Scots Pine (Baltic Pine). It grows at about 5 MAI, 

and under the regulations there, even private forest owners cannot harvest pines until they are at least 100 

years old. It processes ‘sawlogs’ down to 10 cm, as even the core can produce MGP 10 & 12 etc., MSG 

lumber (see attached photo I took last week). Many knots are like shirt buttons. In contrast most NZ logs 

struggle to produce MGP 10 or better lumber even from the outside wood of the log – let alone the ‘core’, 

which is just mostly rubbish and cannot have the strength for Australian structural grades. 

2 Major producers like Stora Enso (SE) have mills dedicated to Australian sizes – no NZ mills have bothered to 

do that – and cannot as only the unpruned “fillet steak” can make the Aussie grades – the rump steak, gravy 

beef and dog-food (most of the log in most parts of NZ) do not make the grade. SE has a mill in Poland, and 

as I heard up there last week, a mill in Estonia which is reportedly now sending most of the lumber to 

Australia. 

3 Pretty well all sawmills in Europe are in financial crisis (except my Latvian friends it seems, but they might 

be offering customers more than just lumber? to boost the balance sheet?) – as very high log prices (higher 

than in NZ) are totally disconnected from the reality of a recession-ridden, morbid Europe economy with 

demand way down. This has been made worse by the loss of major Nordic export markets such as Egypt 

(which was Finland’s largest export market), as the Arab Spring has morphed in the Arab shambles. In Q1 

2013 all private Finnish sawmillers (reportedly) ran at a loss (and the corporate majors were even worse off). 
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Hence if they can break even, or lose less by sending lumber to Australia, compared with shutting down etc, 

then they will. 

4 Container freight ex Europe to Asia Australia is ultra-cheap. Last month containers sent from Germany to 

China worked out at (a reported) around US$ 8 per m
3
 of lumber. 

5 We (NZ) may be next. I understand Scion is working on getting this Baltic Pine certified for NZ structural 

use (if it has not already). If and when that work is complete – see SE, Ilim (from its two big German mills) 

etc., start feeding Baltic and other pines into the NZ structural market. Ian may well be “twice shattered” 

when more Nordic lumber is used in NZ in future than radiata sawn in NZ? We will see. 

6 While we should not give Ian a heart attack, we had better let him know that now (I understand) there is a 

greater volume of sawn timber/lumber being produced by Chinese sawmills in China using NZ radiata pine 

logs than is being produced by NZ sawmills. 

Sadly what 99 per cent of us in the industry still do not properly grasp is that radiata pine is a low grade sawn 

timber species, especially for structural uses. Almost all pine species globally are better, not to mention even 5-

10 year old Acacia and eucalyptus species (Malaysia, Vietnam, China etc). This would be so anyway, but was 

made worse by our well-meaning geneticists 30 years ago or so. When they surveyed most/all NZ wood 

processors to ask what type of trees they should breed (I was told that) no NZ sawmillers bothered to answer – 

answers came only from NZ pulp and paper makers and they asked for clone 55 etc: low density, weak timber, 

but good for pulp. While more recently some more solid wood focused work has been done by geneticists, 

goodness knows when that will bear (what little) fruit the species can muster at the best of time. 

 

 

Selling the Hoffman Forest in North Carolina 

David South, Retired MNZIF, USA 

I read with interest Wink Sutton’s request to increase the land-expectation value (LEV) of mid-rotation pine 

plantations in NZ by lowering the interest rate. Wink hopes this would result in increasing the market price paid 

by overseas investors. If he is successful (by increasing the LEV calculated on paper), perhaps investors from 

the US would consider the alternative – buying mid-rotation pine plantations in North Carolina for 

(US$3,600/ha).  

For example, the North Carolina State Natural Resources Foundation owns a large, mostly pine plantation forest 

in eastern North Carolina (>32,000 ha). Against the wishes of students, faculty and some foresters, they plan on 

selling the Hoffman forest for perhaps US$117 million or about US$3,600/ha. I am told that more than nine 

organisations are interested in buying the property. The annual income from current management is about 

US$62/ha/yr. However, if the foundation can get three per cent nominal from $117 million in a diversified stock 
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fund, this would result in a return of US$108/ha/yr.  

Selling the Hoffman Forest has been discussed for decades but there was never enough support in the past. This 

may have been due, in part, because: (1) foresters were once in charge of the Foundation board; and (2) the LEV 

was sometimes greater than the market price for land plus plantation. However, the current board is different 

and they are more interested in obtaining a higher cash flow (used to benefit the NCSU College of Natural 

Resources). Some board members are more interested in annual cash flow than they are on changing the LEV by 

adjusting the discount rate. 

Back to Contents 
 

NZIF BUSINESS 

Call for business for the NZIF AGM 

The NZIF Annual General Meeting is being held at the Devon Hotel, New Plymouth, on Sunday 30 June, 

beginning at 3:00 pm. Members wishing to have motions or other business considered at the meeting are asked 

to advise the Administrator (admin@nzif.org.nz, phone (04) 974 8421) as soon as possible, but no later than 

mid-day on Tuesday 11 June so it can be included in the notice of meeting, which must be sent to members 

later in the same week. If proposing a motion to be considered by the meeting please ensure it is clearly worded, 

that you include the names of the proposer and seconder of the motion, and provide explanatory notes on the 

reasons for the motion. 

Do you have proceedings from ANZIF conferences? 

Does anyone have copies, hard or otherwise of the 1980 and 1991 ANZIF conference proceedings? The Institute 

of Foresters of Australia has some gaps in its collection they would like to fill. Please let Jay know if you can 

help out (admin@nzif.org.nz, (04) 974 8421). 

Annual Requirements 

The Board reminds all Registered Members that the Annual Requirements deadline was 30 April 2013. To those 

who have complied the Board appreciated your timeliness. However, to those in arrears you risk being removed 

from the Register. Thank you to those members who have met the Annual Requirements for registration. 

Unfortunately a number or you are now in arrears of the 30 April deadline. Those now in arrears run the risk of 

being removed from the Register so you need to get on with it. The Board has endeavoured to make the process 

more consistent this year with the payment of the annual fee being acknowledgement of Code of Ethics 

affirmation. For those who have not paid the accounting system will generate statements. 

CPD returns are now required online. Instructions on how to do it are available here. Your CPD return is 

required for the 2012 calendar year so you need to go to CPD History on the Members Dashboard page. For 

Name field please use short title of event (e.g. NZIF Conference, FFR Fieldtrip) and you can then elaborate in 

the notes section. While the notes section does not show on-screen it does on the download file and is vetted for 

the Annual Requirements checking. Please check that your CPD return meets the minimum requirement. Failure 

to do so can result in revocation of Registered Member status. 

Have you paid your membership fee yet? 

Membership fees were due for payment by the end of April. It is satisfying to see lots of payments coming 

through the system – credit card payments through the membership database, direct credits into the bank 

account and cheques in the mail. We would be grateful if those who have not paid yet could get on to it to 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
http://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=147&Highlight=cpd
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eliminate all those annoying payment reminder emails filling your in-box? 

Back to Contents 

 

2013 AGM & CONFERENCE 

NZIF Conference – New Plymouth – 30 June to 3 July 2013 

Our 2013 conference will explore how one region attempts to balance the drive for economic development 

against the ever increasing demands for environmental and landscape protection and enhancement that ensures 

a sustainable pathway for future generations. Collaborative efforts, which enhance vegetation and forest cover 

in an intensive dairying environment, will be showcased.  

CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 

Visit the NZIF conference website now for more details on the conference and registration: 

www.nzifconference.co.nz 

Students welcome at conference 

Students are welcome to register now for the NZIF 2013 Conference. Registration must be completed online 

at www.nzifconference.co.nz. If you can’t remember your password to gain access to the member’s area and 

receive the discounted registration fee, contact Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz. We look forward to seeing you at 

the conference to meet forest-minded people and mingle with fellow tree lovers. Pre-dinner drinks and Award 

Dinner at discounted prices. 

Conference members’ rates extended to Pacific Forestry SIG and IFA 

NZIF is offering members’ rates at the conference for Pacific Forestry Special Interest Group members who 

live in Pacific Island countries and to members of the Institute of Foresters of Australia. Please contact Jay 

Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph +64 4 974 8421) if you wish to take advantage of this offer. 

 

 

 

http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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SUBMISSIONS 

Murray Parrish (murray.parrish@chh.com) is Submissions Coordinator. NZIF Members or local sections considering 

making submissions (even on what appear to be local issues) should advise him of their plans. Council can assist with the 

cost of making submissions (contact Murray for details) 

Sustainable Forestry Bulletin – PFSI consultation edition 

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) will seek public feedback this month on the type of unit to be issued 

to Permanent Forest Sink Initiative (PFSI) participants. This consultation will close today Friday 31 May 2013. 

Currently, participants receive internationally tradable Assigned Amount Units for the first Kyoto commitment 

period, 2008-2012. However, following decisions taken at recent international negotiations, PFSI forests do not 

qualify to earn these units beyond the first commitment period.  

This triggered a termination clause in PFSI covenant agreements, meaning participants can exit the scheme, 

provided they notify MPI in writing by 30 June 2013. They will also be required to return the equivalent amount 

of carbon units issued under that covenant.  

MPI understands participants require certainty so they can make an informed decision about whether or not to 

exit the scheme. MPI expects to make a decision on the type of unit to be allocated by the end of June 2013. If a 

decision has not been reached by then, MPI will extend the exit deadline to the end of December 2013 by 

mutual agreement with participants. 

MPI will also take the opportunity to initiate a wider review of the PFSI. This will address a range of 

improvement options going forward, and is intended to make the PFSI a more robust and effective mechanism. 

This review will go until early September, and will also address recommendations made in the 2011 review of 

Afforestation Schemes.  

Four public meetings have been held in key PFSI regions in May 2013 to give landowners, consultants and other 

key stakeholders the opportunity to provide their initial views on the consultation and the wider review of the 

PFSI. The consultation document will be made available on the MPI website shortly. 

Back to Contents 

LOCAL SECTIONS 

AUCKLAND SECTION 

ASIF meeting 5 June 

Date: 5:30 pm for 6:00 pm start, Wednesday 5 June 

Topic: Foreign Investment in Forestry 

Venue: Simpson Grierson, Level 27, 88 Shortland Street, Auckland 

RSVP: For catering purposes please RSVP to philip.elworthy@rayonier.com by Friday 31 May 

mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/news-resources/consultations
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
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The controversial sale of the Crafar farms to foreign interests and the limits placed on overseas ownership of 

Mighty River Power highlight political and public concern about foreign investment in NZ. So what does this 

mean for the NZ forestry industry? The majority of NZ’s forests are owned by foreign companies, and in recent 

years log buyers seeking to secure log supply from further up the supply chain have been actively looking to 

purchase forests in NZ, as witnessed by the recent sale of NZ Superannuation Fund forests to a subsidiary of 

state-owned China Forestry Group Corp. 

To address the issue of foreign investment in forestry and its implications, the ASIF is excited to have arranged 

a seminar which will include a speaker from OIO outlining the regulatory process, a case study on a recent 

acquisition of forestry land for a foreign investor, a speaker from Simpson Grierson offering the legal 

perspective, as well as the opportunity for questions and discussion. Members are encouraged to attend what 

will be another interesting evening. This event is generously hosted and supported by Simpson Grierson for 

which the ASIF is very grateful. 

CNI SECTION 

CNI section members may be interested in the following Royal Society of NZ Meeting in Rotorua on 20 June. 

10x10:4 'Codes and ciphers' 

The fourth lecture in the 10x10 series, in which mathematicians talk about how they 

are helping to solve today's problems, will be on the mathematics of the internet by 

Dr Dillon Mayhew. 

Our modern world has been completely transformed by the instantaneous movement 

of information around the globe – the information transmitted over the internet in 24 

hours would fill 2,000,000 tons of CDs. How can we transmit such volumes of 

information accurately and securely? The answer lies in the mathematics of codes and 

ciphers. This talk will be a non-technical explanation of some of these mathematical 

ideas. 

Dillon Mayhew studied maths and music at Victoria University of Wellington before leaving to pursue doctoral 

studies at Oxford University. He returned to Wellington in 2006. His research concerns objects called matroids: 

essentially this means doing geometry, but from a computer’s point of view. 

Details: 5:30 pm, Thursday 20 June, Rimu Room, Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua. 

View webpage for more details and to register for a free ticket. 

CANTERBURY SECTION 

25 May meeting report 

Although not a NZIF initiative, the workshop/field trip held at School of Forestry on ‘Durable Eucalypts for NZ 

Drylands’ on Saturday 25 May by the NZ Drylands Forest Initiative was open to NZIF members to attend, and a 

number of our members were there. This was very well attended, with some 60 delegates plus speakers. 

Chairman of NZDFI Shaf van Ballekom (also CEO of Proseed) paid tribute to the work and support given to the 

programme by Ian Nicholas before his untimely death. He also praised the enthusiasm and initiative of the 

driving founder of the programme, Paul Millen, Project Manager.  

Each speaker (including Shaf, Paul, Luis Apiolaza – Senior Lecturer in Forest Genetics, Ruth McConnochie – 

NZDFI Tree Breeder (ably assisted by Roger May on the GIS Mapping aspects), Clemens Altaner – Senior 

http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/events/10-x-10-lecture-series/rotorua-june/
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/media/10x10-logo.jpg
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Lecturer in Wood Science, and Justin Nijdam – Senior Lecturer in Chemical & Process Engineering) gave a 

brief overview of achievements in their particular sphere of involvement. A field trip was made to the wood 

science lab to see Researcher Monika Sharma demonstrate some of the processes being developed for testing 

Eucalypt wood properties from extremely young samples. Professor John Walker led us through the nursery 

field trial at Harwood where the chosen six species (E.bosistoana, E. argofloia, E.camaldulensis, 

E.quadrangulata, E.macrorhyncha and E.globoidea) were being grown in large planter bags for coppicing and 

early wood quality research. 

I was blown away with the integrated nature of the research being carried by the NZDFI. As far as I am aware, 

this is the first time that it has been attempted to shorten up the process of testing wood quality differences 

between families within a species by testing trees as young as two to three years of age. There is also some 

ground-breaking research being done on the use of heartwood extractives to determine heartwood durability. I 

think that we might see some enormous benefits across all species (not just Eucalypts for the Drylands Forest 

Initiative) coming from the research processes being developed here. Well done guys. Dennys Guild 

'Opportunities for Commercial Timber Buildings in the Christchurch Rebuild', 12 June, 
Christchurch 

This presentation will be of interest to Canterbury section members. 

The Canterbury Branch of the Royal Society of New Zealand presents a talk by Professor Andy Buchanan on 

the opportunities for innovative non-residential timber buildings in the rebuild of Christchurch. 

Professor Buchanan will describe new advances in post-tensioned multi-storey timber buildings developed at the 

University of Canterbury, and will discuss how recent research at Canterbury and elsewhere has contributed to 

increased awareness of timber as a low-damage sustainable material for major structures. 

He will also show how acceptance of new building materials in the market place requires a high level of 

confidence among a large number of players, from designers and contractors to building owners and regulators. 

Dr Andy Buchanan is Professor of Timber Design at the University of Canterbury, in Christchurch. He is a 

structural engineer with special interests in timber engineering, fire safety and earthquake engineering. 

Details: 7:30 pm Wednesday 12 June, C3 Lecture Theatre, University of Canterbury. 

Back to Contents 

PACIFIC FORESTRY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Engineering properties of Cook Islands timbers 

Kia Orana. I am a structural and civil engineer doing some residential housing work in the Cook Islands. There 

are two species of timber on which I am seeking information in relation to their engineering properties: (1) 

Coconut Tree timber; (2) Ironwood Tree milled timber. Do you have any research or published data that I could 

use to assess member sizing, suitability, durability etc? Denis Brown, Design Solutions (Qld), 

(djbrown@icr.com.au). 

Conference members’ rates extended to Pacific Forestry SIG and IFA 

NZIF is offering members’ rates at the conference for Pacific Forestry Special Interest Group members who live 

in Pacific Island countries. Please contact Jay Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph +64 4 974 8421) if you wish to 

take advantage of this offer. 

mailto:djbrown@icr.com.au
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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STUDENT’S SECTION 

Students welcome at conference 

Students are welcome to register now for the NZIF 2013 Conference. Registration must be completed online 

at www.nzifconference.co.nz. If you can’t remember your password to gain access to the member’s area and 

receive the discounted registration fee, contact Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz. We look forward to seeing you at 

the conference to meet forest-minded people and mingle with fellow tree lovers. Pre-dinner drinks and Award 

Dinner at discounted prices. 

Time to update your records 

You should have received an email asking you to confirm whether or not you are still a student, or whether it is 

now time for you to move on to graduate member. It is also time to update your records, especially if you have 

changed your address. The email had a guide to updating your records attached – please take the time to do this. 

It saves everyone in the long run. Email Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz if you need any help with this. If you have 

graduated and moved on, we hope that you will retain your NZIF membership. It is important to maintain 

contact and membership with your professional association. 

 Back to Contents 

PEOPLE NEWS 

Andy Buchanan wins NZIA President’s Award 

University of Canterbury engineering professor Andy Buchanan was honoured last week by the New Zealand 

Institute of Architects President’s Award at a function in Auckland. Professor Buchanan is at the international 

forefront of research into new methods of constructing multi-storey timber buildings. NZIA President David 

Sheppard of Christchurch presented the award to Professor Buchanan at the NZIA awards dinner. The 

President’s Award recognises a significant contribution to architecture or the built environment in NZ. A 

citation for Professor Buchanan’s award says that in the course of his distinguished career he has undertaken 

work in the fields of structural, earthquake and environmental engineering, as well as fire safety. His current 

research he is drawing upon his experience in all of these disciplines to develop new timber technologies. 

“But his timber design leadership is also of national importance at a time when the country is increasingly aware 

of the need for resilient buildings and environmentally conscious construction,” said UC Pro-Vice-Chancellor 

Jan Evans-Freeman, adding that his work is particularly relevant to the future of his city. “I am delighted to see 

Professor Buchanan’s innovative building design work recognised in this way. It is particularly timely also in 

the context of the Christchurch rebuild and the fact that some of the new structures in the city will embrace the 

technology developed by Andy and his team. Professor Andy Buchanan, along with Associate Professor Stefano 

Pampanin and Dr Alessandro Palermo, has developed a completely new system of earthquake-resistant 

buildings using post- tensioned structural timber.” 

Back to Contents 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

The NZIF has no view on the service or product sought or advertised. Follow up any item directly with the advertiser, not 

with the NZIF. A charge may be imposed, depending on the nature of the advertisement. If you respond to an advertiser, 

tell them that you saw it in the NZIF newsletter. To advertise in the newsletter contact the NZIF Administrator, 

admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421. 

JOB VACANCY WEBSITES 

Science jobs fusionz.rsnz.org/ 

MPI http://careers.haines.co.nz/MPI/Pages/Vacancies.aspx 

NZ conservation jobs www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php 

Department of Conservation www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/jobs-at-doc/current-vacancies/ 

Australian Government jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0 

Australia Department of Agriculture 

Fisheries & Forestry 

www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs 

Spanish forest engineer seeks work 

My name is Juan Ibañez from Spain. I live in Guangzhou (China). I am writing to you because I would like to 

offer you my expertise as a forest engineer. I recently completed my studies in Technical Forestry Engineering 

at the University of Castilla la Mancha (Albacete), and I address you with the offer of my services in NZ. 

During my training I have done several internships in many fields. This experience and a number of training 

courses could be considered relevant to you. Please email me if you would like to see my CV. Juan Ibanez 

Poveda (joanibapo@gmail.com)  

German student seeks internship 

I am a fourth-semester forest ecosystem management student studying on an international Bachelor degree 

programme at the University of Sustainable Development in Eberswalde, Germany. This programme is taught in 

both German and English, and in our fourth semester all students are encouraged to seek internships of up to 

five months in international projects or organisations abroad in order to increase our working experience. Your 

work about sustainable forest management in NZ sounds very interesting to me and I would really appreciate 

getting the chance to be part of your team. I am especially motivated to work in the field of sustainable forest 

ecosystem management, where I feel that I could improve my skills. I am very flexible with different working 

environments, indoors or outdoors. I am hardworking, have excellent communication skills and a teamwork 

spirit, and am able to take responsibility. If you think that I might fit into your organisation for an internship, I 

very much look forward to hearing from you. Christoffer Köster (Christoffer.Koester@hnee.de)  

Back to Contents 
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PUBLICATIONS / MEDIA / NOTICES 

NZ WOOD RESPONDS TO MARKET CONDITIONS 

NZ Wood, the promotional arm of the Wood Council of New Zealand, has today confirmed that it is scaling 

back its activities. Funding cutbacks that are a direct result of the impact of the high NZ dollar has meant that 

the wide-ranging programs for the promotion of wood and wood products for domestic construction are no 

longer possible in the short to medium term. As a result the NZ Wood board has confirmed that its Chief 

Executive, Jane Arnott, will be leaving the organisation to pursue new opportunities. The Board would like to 

thanks Ms Arnott for her contribution to broadening the concept of using more wood in home building and 

general construction and wishes her well for the future. NZ Wood will concentrate its efforts on promoting the 

use of sustainably grown New Zealand plantation wood through its website and the 2014 Timber Design 

Awards. 

DON MEAD AND FAO LAUNCH ‘SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF PINUS RADIATA 
PLANTATIONS’ BOOK 

On 20 May, Don Mead, NZIF Fellow, together with FAO’s Walter Kollert, Forestry Officer (Planted Forests) 

launched the new book, ‘Sustainable Management of Pinus radiata Plantations’, FAO Forestry Paper No. 17, at 

the 3
rd

 International Congress on Planted Forests in Estoril, Portugal. 

Don wrote the book from a global perspective, with particular focus on the 4.2 million hectares of resources in 

NZ, Chile, Australia and Spain, but recognising plantings in other European, Southern African and Latin 

American countries. P. radiata remains one of the most productive and widely planted introduced conifers with 

resilience in silviculture and end uses. 

The book reviews the current knowledge and experience with P. radiata forest plantation management and 

examines the principles and practices of growing them sustainably. The book also addresses the biological, 

social, ecological and economic dimensions of management, including constraints and opportunities. The 246 

page book includes 12 chapters, ranging from: an overview; site requirements; social, economic and 

environmental considerations; pests and diseases; growth characteristics, wood properties and end use; tree 

breeding; planting stock production; establishment and early tending; silvicultural tending; productivity and 

sustainability; farm forestry; and conclusions.  

The book has a glossary, 624 reference documents, 69 figures/photos and 25 tables, to illustrate points. It is 

relevant for plantation investors, growers, researchers and academics in addressing emerging challenges facing 

plantation forest management, such as climate change, the impacts of pests, diseases and other threats and to 

adapt to the changing societal demands.  
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Don launching the book at the 3
rd

 International 

Congress on Planted Forests 

Don personally signing copies of his book 

To obtain a hard copy of the book, orders (free of charge) can be placed with Walter Kollert at 

walter.kollert@fao.org, or you will soon be able to access and download an electronic copy from the FAO 

Forestry Paper web portal on http://www.fao.org/forestry/58718/en/  

SCION NEWS 

Forest Science Seminar Series  

Scion’s Forest Science research area hosts a regular seminar series at the Rotorua office. Topics and presenters 

for this seminar come from the four teams whose research is related to Forestry and Biosecurity – Forest 

Protection, Forest Genetics, Forest Management and Forest Environment. Visiting scientists from overseas are 

also speakers in this seminar series (FSSS). This seminar series is not only for Scion staff, we welcome others to 

join the series and listen to seminars on current research around Forestry. The seminars can be attended by 

Rotorua locals or via an online system if you do not live in here. Seminars are held monthly and usually from 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm. To attend in person, please enter Scion via reception, no appointment is needed, and the 

seminars are in the Rimu room. The instructions for the remote log-in are sent out through the monthly seminar 

notification emails. To subscribe to this, please contact Katrin Webb, who is coordinating the seminar series on 

Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com. 

First FSSS seminar: What species of Podocarpus does this seedling belong too? Using Genetic tools to 

differentiate totara (P.totara) and relatives (Christina Marshall, Massey University) 

To be held Wednesday 5 June 2013 at Scion, Rotorua (Rimu Room), 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm. Totara (Podocarpus 

totara) is an iconic and endemic NZ species and its use as a timber for carving is still highly preferred by 

Tohunga whakairo (Māori carving experts). Current mature totara timber resources are scarce and mass 

replanting of totara is very costly. The ability to distinguish between species (especially P. totara and P. hallii) – 

identifying species from seed and seedlings – would be of much interest for nursery and restoration projects. 

Existing methods relying on bark characteristics, seed classification, and needle morphology are inadequate for 

this purpose. Hybridisation can also make problematic species designations. This project reports the successful 

development of 10 High Resolution Melting DNA markers that can differentiate NZ totara species. The 

chloroplast genome sequence of P. totara x P. hallii was completed and annotated, providing a further resource 

for developing additional molecular markers. The findings of this thesis will help ensure the ‘true’ totara species 

(P. totara) is retained as a resource in perpetuity for Māori, conservationists, foresters and home gardeners. 

Christina is a student at Massey University. She did a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and Biochemistry, and 

has just completed her MSc (Masters of Science in Genetics). 

mailto:walter.kollert@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/forestry/58718/en/
mailto:Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com
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Forest Health newsletter 

This newsletter is available on the Scion website and users can subscribe to our RSS feed to get notified. To 

view it see: http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/forest-health-newsletter 

Forestry Ecosystem Services Forum presentations available  

Forest ecosystem services (FES) are the direct and indirect contributions forests make to human wellbeing such 

as wood, recreation, biodiversity and improved water quality. Accounting for the values of ecosystem services 

helps forests to be more accurately valued, managed and helps better inform policy. Recently Scion held the 

second Forest Ecosystem Services Forum in Wellington. Speakers from regional councils, government agencies, 

and the forestry sector from NZ, the US Forest Service, Australia’s CSIRO and Scion’s own researchers shared 

their research and perspectives on the future for ecosystem services. The forum also discussed how NZ might 

address the opportunities, risks and challenges associated with realising the values of FES and incorporating 

them in future policy decisions. Presentations from the forum can be found at this website: 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-

workshop-2013 

BAYERBOOST SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR YEAR 13 STUDENTS 

Applications are now open for the BayerBoost Scholarships. Funded by Bayer New Zealand and administered 

by the Royal Society of New Zealand, BayerBoost provides scholarships for secondary school students to 

undertake environmental research projects during their summer break. BayerBoost enables students to do this 

through working with accredited organisations involved in environmental research or restoration. As well as 

obtaining funding, scholarship recipients receive guidance from a host organisation to carry out their 

environmental study. For more information including guidelines please visit www.Bayerboost.co.nz or contact 

Debbie.woodhall@royalsociety.org.nz with any questions. 

INVITATION TO 2014 IUFRO CONFERENCE 

We would like to invite you to the 2014 IUFRO Forest Tree Breeding Conference, which takes place on 25-29 

August 2014 in Prague in the City Conference Centre. The conference is co-organised by the Czech University 

of Life Sciences in Prague and the International Union of Forestry Research Organisations. It offers an excellent 

platform for scientific discussion and exchange of experience in application and software solutions for scientists, 

consultants, forest geneticists and tree breeders. The estimated attendance is 150-200 delegates from around the 

world and the keynote speakers are leading scientists from Canada, France, NZ, Sweden and the US. Such a 

structure brings an opportunity to meet and address representatives from a wide range of countries utilising 

genetic evaluation systems. Your participation and contribution to the conference will be appreciated. To be sent 

a copy of the conference information, please email Helen Truchla (truchla@guarant.cz).  

COUNTRY CALENDAR – UPCOMING STORY ON FARM FORESTRY 

TV1 has a farm forestry story on Saturday 29
 
June (yes, some of you will be on your way, or already in New 

Plymouth, ready for the start of the NZIF AGM and Conference the next day). The story line is: ‘A crew from 

Hyundai Country Calendar have been in the Bay of Plenty shooting a story about farm forestry ... and what do 

you do when you're telling the story of trees. You go and see what happens to the millions of tonnes of radiata 

logs grown for export from NZ each year (14 million tonnes in 2011). The Port of Tauranga exports one-third of 

all the timber grown in NZ ... about $5 million dollars worth a year. Most of it goes to China with small amounts 

for India, Japan and Korea. The farm forestry operation, Summerhill, featured in our story is only a few 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/forest-health-newsletter
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-workshop-2013
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-workshop-2013
http://www.bayerboost.co.nz/
mailto:Debbie.woodhall@royalsociety.org.nz
http://www.czu.cz/en/
http://www.czu.cz/en/
http://www.iufro.org/
mailto:truchla@guarant.cz
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kilometres away from the port, which gives them a big advantage in saving cartage costs’. 
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CALENDAR 

The events in this calendar have come from a range of sources and no responsibility can be taken for errors. Contact the 

organisers to check times, locations, costs etc. New events are marked in moss green. 

June-July 2013  

Tue 4 – Wed 5 

Jun 
Climate change conference, Palmerston North, www.nzcccconference.org 

Wed 5 Jun First Scion FSSS seminar, Rotorua (Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com) 
Wed 5 Jun ASIF meeting, philip.elworthy@rayonier.com 

Wed 12 Jun Canterbury section talk (see Local Sections in this newsletter) 

Thur 20 Jun CNI section meeting, Rotorua, View webpage for more details 

Sun 30 Jun – Wed 

3 July 
NZIF AGM and Conference, New Plymouth 

Thur 4 – Fri 5 July  Biochar Workshop 2013, L.M.Lowe@massey.ac.nz 

Tue 9 –  

Wed 10 July 
Valuing Nature Conference, Wellington, www.valuingnature.org.nz 

August 2013  

7-8 MobileTech Summit, Wellington. http://www.mobiletechevents.com/index  

Sun 25 – Thur 29 2014 IUFRO Forest Tree Breeding Conference, Prague, truchla@guarant.cz 

October 2013  

Tue 15 – Fri 18  Forest sector modelling conference – Norway, fsm2013@umb.no 
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NZIF CONTACTS 

President: Andrew McEwen President@nzif.org.nz 

Vice President James Treadwell Vice-president@nzif.org.nz 

Secretary: David Evison Secretary@nzif.org.nz 

Treasurer: Chayne Zinsli Treasurer@nzif.org.nz 

Registrar: Mike Marren Registrar@nzif.org.nz 

Administrator: Jay Matthes Admin@nzif.org.nz 

Journal Editor: Julian Bateson bateson.publish@xtra.co.nz 

Newsletter Coordinator: Helen McDonald Newsletter@nzif.org.nz 

Newsletter Advertisements: Jay Matthes admin@nzif.org.nz 
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DISCLAIMER 

This Newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to 
others without permission from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website (www.nzif.org.nz) in the member’s only section. Disclaimers: 

While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 

caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF  
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